
 1 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 1 – FEBRUARY 2025  

 
President: Kathy Hutchison: (021) 298 9944 Vice-President: Diane Welsh (06) 368 9751   

Concert Manager: Wendy van Delden (04) 905 6070  Secretary: Diane Welch: (06) 368 9751  

Membership & Treasurer: Paul Dunmore (022) 345 5316 Newsletter Editor: Roscoe Turner (04) 298 9908 

Website: https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WaikanaeMusicSociety 

 

 

XING WANG AND JAMES JIN,     PIANO/VIOLIN RECITAL 
 

SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY at 2:30pm 
 

WAIKANAE MEMORIAL HALL, PEHI KUPA ST, WAIKANAE 
 

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY THAT THIS IS A CHANGE TO THE ADVERTISED 
PROGRAMME 

 

 

A big welcome to all our members to the exciting 2025 programme we have in store for you. 
Having said that, we need to advise you that, most unfortunately, the February programme 
advertised in our 2025 brochure has had to be cancelled. We apologise for this but are 
pleased to advise we have a very exciting replacement programme for you. 
 

Xing Wang and James Jin 
have made a name for 
themselves for New 
Zealand audiences as part 
of various trio musical 
groups, including the New 
Zealand Trio and Auckland 
Piano Trio. Indeed, they 
have both played for us 
before as members of the 
Auckland Piano Trio in 2017 
and are both very 
accomplished and 
successful musicians. We 
are now delighted to have 
them play for us as a duo 
and look forward to an 
exciting concert. We are 
doubly delighted to have 
James with us as he was in 
his younger days one of our 
Waikanae Music Society 

Charitable Trust scholarship winners. Husband and wife James Jin and Xing Wang have 
been playing together as a duo since they were students at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music. They have won prizes in chamber music festivals and competitions 
in the USA and New Zealand, and have given concerts as a violin-piano duo regularly in 
New Zealand and abroad to great acclaim.  
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PROGRAMME 
 

Mozart Sonata No 21 for violin and piano in E minor, K 304  

Fritz Kreisler Liebesleid 

Ma – Li  Spring of Xinjiang 

 Interval 

Beethoven  Sonata No 5 for violin and piano Op 24 “Spring” 

Sha Pastoral Song 

Monti Csárdás 

 
THE PERFORMERS 

Xin (James) Jin – Violin moved to New Zealand in 2001 and has established himself as 
one of the diverse musicians in the Auckland area. Since 2015 James has held the position 
of Associate Principal Second Violinist with the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra, and he 
has played regularly in other concerts and recitals throughout New Zealand. Recent 
performances include the Brahms violin concerto with the Wellington Chamber Orchestra.  

In 2007 James was a contract Principal Second Violinist for the Wellington Vector 
Orchestra and the following year he was awarded a full scholarship at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music. Whilst living in the USA, he received several awards, including the 
Mu Phi Epsilon International Music Competition and the Y.E.S. Foundation Arts’ 
Competition. He also has a wide experience of working with distinguished teachers, artists, 
ensembles and conductors, most notably at the Tanglewood Music Festival, Music 
Academy of the West and the Siena International Music Festival.  

On his return to New Zealand in 2014, James won the New Zealand School of Music 
Concerto Competition and was awarded a Waikanae Music Society scholarship. He also 
has a wide experience in artistic management, having previously held the role of director of 
Auckland Academy of Music, director of the New Zealand Chamber Orchestra and the 
curator of the Auckland Philharmonia’s Up-Close chamber music concert series. 

In addition to his work with the APO, James frequently appears in recitals and concerts as a 
soloist, chamber musician, conductor and concertmaster. 
  
Xing Wang – Piano is one of New Zealand’s most sought-after pianists. As a soloist, she 
has collaborated with the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra, Auckland Symphony 
Orchestra, New Zealand School of Music and other Orchestras. She has given solo recitals 
around the globe, including in China, the USA, Spain, Italy, and New Zealand.  Her 
performances have always been very well received, many of them broadcast by Radio New 
Zealand. 

Xing is also a passionate chamber musician, founding with her colleagues the Auckland 
Piano Trio, and performing as part of the 2017 Chamber Music New Zealand Encompass 
Regional Tour series. She has participated as a fellow performer and teaching assistant in 
various music festivals including the Bowdoin International Music Festival in Boston, the 
Valencia International Piano Academy in Spain, the Siena International Music Festival in 
Italy, and ASQ International Music Festival in Wellington. She was a prize winner in many 
competitions, her awards including first place Mu Phi Epsilon Young Artist Competition 
(USA), the Sturm-Page Piano Competition (USA), the US Open Music Competition (USA), 
New Zealand School of Music Concerto Competition (NZ), SIMF Concerto Competition 
(Italy), first prize of Schumann Cup Piano Competition (China).  

Xing has recently appeared as a soloist with Orchestra Auckland playing the Beethoven 
Second Piano Concerto. 
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CONCERT NOTES: OUR OWN MUSIC PROGRAMME on COAST ACCESS RADIO 
104.7FM 

This month: Tuesday 18 February (6pm) and Thursday 20 January (11.30am). The 
programme will feature music from composers who appear in the February and March 
concerts – including Beethoven, Soler, Janáček, Rachmaninov, Debussy, Ravel and Villa-
Lobos. 

The programme will be available on-line from Monday 17 February.  To replay this 
programme, go to our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on the Concert 
Notes link on the front page. If you have music you would like to hear on Concert Notes, 
email concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz 

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS 
 

If you have not joined or renewed for 2025, please do so before the first concert. Pay by 
direct credit to 02 0591 0018930 00 and use your name and membership number as the 
reference. You do not need to return the form from the brochure unless you are a new 
member. Alternatively, phone 022 345 5316 with your credit card number. Regular 
membership is $45 per person; season tickets are $250 per person for membership plus 
admission to the 8 scheduled concerts. 

Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up 
to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach) 
for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name, phone number and 
concert date as your reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert 
(cash, credit, EFTPOS). 

The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not be admitted 
until a suitable break in the performance. 

Photography and sound recording of our concerts are strictly forbidden. 

Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the concert door. 

Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the concert begins. 
 
 
 
MARCH CONCERT (SUNDAY 16 MARCH) 
 
Our second concert will showcase the New Zealand based Aurum Trio. New Zealand-born 
flautist Barbara Hill has spent most of her life in Berlin, pursuing an extensive career as an 
orchestral and chamber musician.  Cellist Robert Ibell is well known to our audiences as a 
member of the Aroha Quartet, and a former member of the NZSO.  Harpist Michelle Melvin 
enjoys a diverse career as a performer, educator and collaborator. They will perform an 
attractive mix of trios and duos suited to this combination of instruments. It is some time 
since we featured a harp at our concerts so make sure you do not miss this opportunity to 
see and hear this wonderful instrument. 

https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz/
mailto:concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz

