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AURUM TRIO: FLUTE, HARP, CELLO 
 
SUNDAY 16 MARCH at 2:30pm 
 
WAIKANAE MEMORIAL HALL, PEHI KUPA ST, WAIKANAE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our March programme features The Aurum Trio, a flute, cello and harp trio based in 
Wellington. Robert Ibell, a well-known New Zealand cellist, together with Michelle Velvin, an 
accomplished Wellington harpist, and Barbara Hill, a professional flautist recently returned 
from Berlin, present a programme of chamber music which has been enthusiastically 
received in various New Zealand venues. Our programme includes works by Debussy, 
Ravel, Ibert and Bizet, together with music by Dohnanyi and Villa-Lobos, and a 
commissioned work by NZ composer Anthony Ritchie. Some of these works are being 
performed in NZ for the first time in this trio combination, for example the Sonatine by 
Ravel, which is one of his most beautiful works, played here in an arrangement by Carlos 
Salzedo for flute, cello & harp. The other works are colourful and captivatingly appealing. 
We do not often have the opportunity to hear music from such an unusual combination as 
this and we know you will enjoy a harp trio that will delight you, with their stunning 
programme! 

      MichelleVelvin               Robert Ibell                     Barbara Hill 
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 PROGRAMME 
 
Anthony Ritchie  Fragrantissima (commissioned 2024)  

Ernst von Dohnányi  Ruralia Hungarica Op 32 (Cello/Harp) 

Marc Berthomieu Cinq Nuances (Flute/Harp) 
Maurice Ravel Sonatine en Trio 
Jacques Ibert Deux Interludes 
Claude Debussy Rêverie 
Heitor Villa-Lobos The Jet Whistle (Flute/Cello) 
Georges Bizet Entr’acte 
Emile Kronke Tarantella from Suite Italienne 

 
THE PERFORMERS 
 
Barbara Hill has lived most of her adult life in Berlin, Germany. She grew up in Auckland, 
where she graduated from Auckland University School of Music. After winning first prize in 
the New Zealand Chamber Music Competition (with a flute/cello/piano trio) she furthered 
her flute studies at the Guildhall School of Music in London. This was followed by a year of 
study in Montreux, Switzerland, and later with James Galway in Berlin. 
Her first orchestral engagement was with the opera and theatre orchestra in Klagenfurt, 
Austria. She has had an extensive career as an orchestral and chamber musician, a soloist 
on international tours, and a teacher and ensemble coach. As a recital artist in various duo 
and trio collaborations she toured in South Korea, China, New Zealand, UK, Italy and 
Poland. In South Korea and China she gave master classes and was awarded a guest 
professorship at the University of Shenyang. At festivals and summer-concert series in 
Northern Germany she was a regular performer with numerous chamber groups and 
orchestras. Barbara returned to New Zealand in 2022 and lives in Wellington. 
  
Robert Ibell was born in Dannevirke and brought up in Palmerston North. While training 
there as a school teacher he learned cello from Judith Hyatt in Wellington. Between 1986 
and 1992 Robert lived in London, studying cello and playing at music schools and in 
masterclasses, taught, gave recitals and played in professional and amateur orchestras. 
From 1993 to 2019 Robert was a member of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. He is 
now a cello and double bass teacher, chamber music coach, adjudicator and freelance 
performer. Robert is a member of the Aroha String Quartet, the Thomson/Ibell piano/cello 
duo, the Papaioea Piano Trio, flute/cello/harp trio Aurum, and indie/folk/rock band 
Milkthistle.  
  
Michelle Velvin is a Wellington-based harpist, composer and teacher. She performs 
regularly as part of Orchestra Wellington and the NZSO and she is involved with diverse 
chamber music groups. As a musician her explorations have led to collaborations over 
wide-ranging genres and disciplines, such as Flow (trombone, voice and harp), Stroma, 
Duo Eolienne (saxophone and harp), Tāmira Pūoro (taonga pūoro, cello, vocals and harp) 
and Seasons Ensemble (piano, saxophone and harp). In 2022 she released the debut 
album “Feather Spines” with Ruby Solly as part of the new duo “Tāmira Pūoro”. This duo 
features taonga pūoro, cello, vocals and harp. In 2019/2020 Michelle won the SOUNZ 
Community Commission to create a new work for the Auckland Harp Orchestra and live 
dancers. Most recently Michelle completed a new commission for the NZ Harp Festival, 
which was performed at the festival in February 2023. She completed her Harp 
performance diploma at Te Kōkī New Zealand School of Music in 2015. 
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CONCERT NOTES: OUR OWN MUSIC PROGRAMME on COAST ACCESS RADIO 
104.7FM 

Listen in for the programme on Tuesday 18 March (6pm) and Thursday 20 March 
(11.30am). Please Note: Unfortunately these dates are after the Aurum Trio concert but the 
February programme which was partly about the Aurum Trio is still available on line. New 
processing times at Access Radio have caused this situation, but it will come right from next 
month. The programme will feature highlights from the February, March and April Concerts. 
From the February concert we can again hear Mozart’s K454 Violin Sonata and the 
Chinese folk-song “Spring in Xinjiang”. From the March concert: Ravel’s Sonatine (but 
arranged this time for wind quintet). From the April Concert: Songs and arias by Vivaldi, 
Verdi, Puccini and Tosti and piano solo by Scarlatti.   

The programme will be available on line from 18 March.  To replay the programme, go to 
our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on the Concert Notes link on the 
front page. If you have music you would like to hear on Concert Notes, email 
concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz 

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS 
 
If you have not joined or renewed for 2025, please do so before the concert. Pay by direct 
credit to 02 0591 0018930 00 and use your name and membership number as the 
reference. You do not need to return the form from the brochure unless you are a new 
member. Alternatively, phone 022 345 5316 with your credit card number. Regular 
membership is $45 per person; season tickets are $250 per person for membership plus 
admission to the remaining 2025 concerts. 
Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up 
to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach) 
for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name, phone number and 
concert date as your reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert  
(cash, credit, EFTPOS). 
The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not be admitted 
until a suitable break in the performance. 
Photography and sound recording of our concerts are strictly forbidden. 
Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the concert door. 
Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the concert begins. 
 
THE WAIKANAE MUSIC SOCIETY CHARITABLE TRUST FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS 
 
To celebrate our 30th Anniversary in 2008, the Society established a charitable trust to 
recognise promise and commitment in New Zealand by music students up to and including 
the age of 29 years. The Trust's aim is to foster their love of chamber music through 
granting awards and/or scholarships. We follow the careers of all our sponsored young 
musicians and are delighted at the successes they often achieve.  
It is therefore timely that we can draw attention to the fact that James Jin who performed so 
well for us at our last concert (see below) was the recipient of a Trust award in 2014. Since 
then his musical career has blossomed. He is Professional Teaching Fellow (Violin 
Performance) at the Auckland University School of Music, Guest Concertmaster of the 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, Director of Auckland Academy of Music, Director of NZ 
Chamber Orchestra, Director of Asia Pacific Performing Arts Music Director of the Auckland 
Chinese Philharmonic Choir and Artistic Director of Auckland Academy of Music 
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International Festival. All this as well as performances at concerts like ours. We are very 
proud of our association with this extremely talented young musician. 
 
FEBRUARY CONCERT – JAMES JIN (VIOLIN) and XING WANG (PIANO) 
 
The audience was buzzing as they left the hall after February’s fantastic concert. James 
and Xing gave superb performances of the wonderful Mozart sonata for piano and violin, 
K454, the last and greatest of his output in this genre. Mozart played the piano at the first 
performance but had not had time to write out the piano score. As James told us, Mozart 
was keen to assure the Emperor (his boss who was present) that his music manager was 
working diligently, so he placed a blank 
piece of paper on the piano music 
stand and played it from memory. The 
Beethoven sonata too was played 
exquisitely. Two quite charming 
Chinese pieces were very well 
received by the audience. For one 
audience member though, the concert 
brought back treasured feelings from 
her childhood. She lived in The 
Netherlands and as a small girl often 
visited her grandfather in Amsterdam. 
He was a very musical man and his 
best friend was Fritz Kreisler who also 
visited often, and the then little girl was 
fascinated to listen to them play 
together. Their favourite and most 
played pieces were Kreisler’s own 
Liebesleid and what they called ‘the Csárdás of  
Monti’. And here she was in Waikanae in 2025 with  
both pieces in our Society’s February programme. What a treat!  
And James had one more musical comment to make to the audience after the interval, 
having analysed the musical nature of the fire siren that activated during the interval. He 
pronounced that in his view the siren sound was a mixture of two notes played as a 
diminished third chord, based on the key of D. There is much musical knowledge to be 
learned at our concerts. 
 
 
APRIL CONCERT (SUNDAY 27 APRIL) 
 
For our third concert this year we will feature vocal music. The New Zealand based duo 
Lilia Carpinelli and Matteo Napoli will bring us a delightful programme of Italian songs and 
arias ranging from baroque to romantic opera and closing with a bracket of Neapolitan 
songs, all introduced by the performers and interspersed with piano solos. The programme 
will feature Songs by Vivaldi, Durante, Rossini, Tosti, Bellini and Arditi, interspersed with 
piano solos by Scarlatti,  Galuppi and Liszt.  
Educated in Europe and New Zealand, Lilia Carpinelli holds a Master of Music from 
Auckland University and a B Mus from the Conservatorio di Musica Giuseppe Martucci in 
Italy. Matteo Napoli, a graduate of the Giordano Conservatoire in Italy, was a prize-winner 
in significant piano competitions, most notably winning the International Liszt Piano 
Competition. So come along and enjoy an afternoon of beautiful singing. 

Photo: Elizabeth Kerr 


