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AMICI ENSEMBLE - PIANO QUARTET
SUNDAY 18 MAY at 2:30pm

WAIKANAE MEMORIAL HALL, PEHI KUPA ST, WAIKANAE
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Alexander McFarlane  Andrew Joyce Jian Liu Donald Armstrong
Viola Cello Piano Violin

The Amici Ensemble plays for us each year, in different combinations, and are always
popular with our audiences. For the 2025 concert, leader Donald Armstrong brings with him
Alexander McFarlane and Andrew Joyce, and they will be joined by one of our favourite
pianists Jian Liu, who will play in two of the great piano quartets in the programme. The
concert will open with the lively String Trio by French composer Jean Francaix, filled with
light hearted joy, followed by a delightful Fauré piano quartet. The second -
half of the programme is devoted to the magnificent Brahms Piano Quartet =~ woerseore
number 3, generally regarded as one of the great masterpieces of 19t NE
century romantic music. Don’t miss this one. _ ENDOWMENT TRUST



PROGRAMME

Jean Francaix String Trio in C Major

Gabriel Fauré Piano Quartet No 2 in G minor, Opus 45
Interval

Johannes Brahms | Piano Quartet No 3in C minor, Opus 60

PERFORMERS

Donald Armstrong - violin
Alexander McFarlane - viola
Andrew Joyce - cello

Jian Liu — piano

The performers are mostly principal players with the NZ Symphony Orchestra and leading
chamber musicians on the New Zealand music scene. During their years together they
have performed most of the works for large chamber ensemble including acclaimed
performances of Schubert's Octet, Beethoven's Septet, Brahms’ Sextets and
Mendelssohn’s Octet. The Amici Ensemble have premiered many new works, including
music of Jack Body, Kenneth Young and Anthony Ritchie. They record for Radio New
Zealand regularly and have performed some of these new works on CD recordings, the
most recent being “Octopus” Octet and a horn trio by Anthony Ritchie. The Octet was
commissioned by Donald Armstrong for Amici, to be performed in concerts around the
Wellington region in 2007-8. The premiere took place in Waikanae on July 15, 2007.

The Amici Ensemble has formed a special relationship with audiences in some of its
venues and are invited back every year, including the Waikanae Music Society. Audiences
enjoy varied and innovative programmes with music introduced in a lively and interesting
manner.

DONALD ARMSTRONG returned to New Zealand in 1987 to take up the post of Associate
Concertmaster with the NZ Symphony Orchestra. He was Music Director of the NZ
Chamber Orchestra from 1987 — 2004 and is very much involved with chamber music in
New Zealand. During eight years overseas he completed a masters degree at New
England Conservatory in Boston, was principal second violin of the Tivoli Sinfoniorkester in
Denmark and Concertmaster of the Orchestre Philharmonique de Nice in France. He plays
a violin by Nicolo Gagliano of 1754.

ALEXANDER McFARLANE, (Auckland, New Zealand) was recently appointed Associate
Principal Viola of the NZ Symphony Orchestra. He received his Master’s degree and an
Artist Diploma from the Guildhall School, studying with David Takeno. He has given solo
and chamber music performances at Wigmore Hall and Barbican Hall, among other
venues, and collaborated with Janine Jansen, Donald and Vivian Weilerstein, and the Doric
String Quartet. He also won the First Prize and Bach Prize at the 2017 Gisborne
International Music Competition. Alexander has performed recitals in St. Martin-in-the-
Fields and Milton Court Concert Hall, and has participated in chamber music festivals



including the “Mendelssohn on Mull” Festival, the Highgate International Chamber Music
Festival, and “Musique a Marsac” in France. He has performed as Principal Viola with the
Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Co-Principal Viola with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
and has toured with the Australian Chamber Orchestra. And we are very proud that
Alexander was the recipient of a Waikanae Music Society Trust Scholarship Award in 1917,
to assist him in his musical studies.

Before joining the NZSO as principal cello in September 2010, ANDREW JOYCE spent five
years freelancing in London, during which time he worked regularly with the London
Symphony & London Philharmonic Orchestras, touring and performing in the world's great
concert halls. He also played as Guest Principal with Northern Sinfonia, Bournemouth
Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. A dedicated chamber
musician, Andrew co-founded the Puertas Quartet who have performed in both the UK and
New Zealand to great critical acclaim, and recorded two CDs for Atoll Records.

Born in China and educated in China and the USA, Dr. JIAN LIU is an internationally
celebrated concert pianist, chamber musician, and educator, and has performed and taught
throughout Europe, Asia, and North America. His artistry has taken him to some of the
world’s most prestigious concert halls, including Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Centre. He has
also recorded many CDs, one of which, Debussy Sonatas and Piano Trio, has been
nominated as Best Classical Artist in the New Zealand Music Awards. Jian is currently the
Programme Director of Classical Performance and Head of Piano Studies at New Zealand
School of Music. Dr. Liu holds Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Yale School of Music,
where he was a student and assistant of Professor Claude Frank.

CONCERT NOTES: OUR OWN MUSIC PROGRAMME on COAST ACCESS RADIO
104.7FM

Listen in for the programme on Tuesday 15 May (6pm) and Thursday 17 May (11.30am),
which will be about the Amici Ensemble and a variety of music by Francaix, Fauré and
Brahms. The programme will be available on line from Monday 12 May. To replay the
programme, go to our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on the Concert
Notes link on the front page. If you have music you would like to hear on Concert Notes,
email concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS

Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up
to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach)
for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name, phone number and
concert date as your reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert
(cash, credit, EFTPOS).

The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not be admitted
until a suitable break in the performance.

Photography and sound recording of our concerts are strictly forbidden.

Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the concert door.

Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the concert begins.
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APRIL CONCERT - LILIA CARPINELLI and MATTEO NAPOLI

The concert was very well
received by an enthusiastic
audience who enjoyed a
colourful and amusing
presentation of songs and
operatic arias from the
Italian tradition. The
audience also seemed
pleased to learn that the
musicians were not just
accompanist and soloist but
husband and wife as well.
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YOUR SOCIETY STILL NEEDS YOU

Our Treasurer/Membership Secretary will be stepping down at the end of 2025. It is
essential we find a replacement to enable our Society to operate. If you are a dedicated
individual with experience and commitment to our organization's success, we strongly urge
you to step forward to help us. For the role we obviously need someone with knowledge of
bookkeeping/accounting/financial management. If you are able to help us, please contact
our President, Kathy Hutchison, by phone (021) 298 9944 or email
KathyHwms@outlook.com. The role will begin after the Annual General Meeting in
November 2025 and training will be given beforehand.

JUNE CONCERT (SUNDAY 29 JUNE)

In June we welcome to our stage the Flinders Quartet, one of Australia’s most respected
chamber ensembles, who will play for us with two of our own beloved musicians — none
other than Wilma Smith and, wait for it, Michael Houstoun. Together they will play a
programme encompassing a Beethoven String Quartet, a Dvofak Piano Quintet and the
New Zealand premiere of a work by eminent Aboriginal composer Deborah Cheetham
Fraillon, especially written for the Flinders Quartet. A very exciting programme so get it in
your diaries now!

STUDENT MUSICIANS’ CONCERT

And don'’t forget the first of our two student concerts for the year which will be held at the
Waikanae Memorial Hall on Sunday 15 June at 2.30 pm. Family members and friends are
welcome to attend as are all Waikanae Music Society members and supporters. These
concerts are tremendous fun, entirely free for everybody and well worth an hour or so of
your time on a cold Sunday afternoon.
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