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FLINDERS QUARTET with MICHAEL HOUSTOUN 
 
SUNDAY 29 JUNE at 2:30pm 
 
WAIKANAE MEMORIAL HALL, PEHI KUPA ST, WAIKANAE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome to our shores the Flinders Quartet, one of Australia’s most respected chamber 
ensembles. It is special to be hosting an Australian ensemble, but even more special that 
they bring with them two of our most popular and much loved New Zealand musicians – 
pianist Michael Houstoun and violinist Wilma Smith. Wilma joined the quartet in 2020 and 
writes about this tour: “I’m thrilled that the Flinders Quartet’s first-ever concert tour to New 
Zealand will include a collaboration with my long-time friend and musical partner, Michael 
Houstoun. We’ll be bringing you a programme of beloved masterpieces and the NZ 
premiere of a work by eminent Aboriginal composer/singer, Deborah Cheetham Fraillon, 
especially written for Flinders Quartet.” The programme begins with Beethoven’s Opus 95 
String Quartet. Written before he embarked on his “late quartets”, it is commonly titled 
“Serioso” and is one of the most compact of Beethoven’s quartets. The major work on the 
programme will be Dvořák’s popular Piano Quintet and who better to play the brilliant piano 
part than Michael Houstoun. This concert promises to be one of our season’s highlights. 
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PROGRAMME 

Beethoven String Quartet, Opus 95 

Deborah Cheetham 
Fraillon 

Bungaree (New Zealand premiere) 

Dvořák Piano Quintet, Opus 81 

THE PERFORMERS 

ELIZABETH SELLARS (violin) is a passionate and accomplished violinist whose 
performances are driven by joy, curiosity, and a deep belief in music’s power to uplift and 
transport. She holds a PhD in the performance of George Frederick Pinto’s violin music, 
and as a dedicated educator she spent 16 years shaping the strings program at Monash 
University. She currently teaches privately and at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music. 
While refining her craft at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London Elizabeth 
became a member of the Techniski Quartet, with whom she won prestigious awards. In 
Australia, Elizabeth has appeared as guest Concertmaster and Principal Violin with major 
ensembles, including the Melbourne and Tasmanian Symphony Orchestras, Melbourne 
Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra Victoria, and the Australian Chamber Orchestra. She 
performs and tours with the Australian World Orchestra and has also toured the UK, 
Europe, and Japan with the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields. Elizabeth has led 
workshops for the University of Auckland, the International Akaroa Music Festival, and the 
Pettman Junior Academy, New Zealand’s most successful music scholarship programme, 
preparing our most talented young musicians for future studies at the world’s leading 
Universities. 

WILMA SMITH (violin). As a long-time and close friend of the Waikanae Music Society 
Wilma hardly needs any introduction, but to refresh memories she born in Fiji, raised in 
New Zealand and studied at the New England Conservatory in Boston. She also worked 
regularly with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and led the Harvard Chamber Orchestra 
and Handel and Haydn Society Orchestra before being lured back to New Zealand as 
founding First Violinist of the New Zealand String Quartet. A long and celebrated orchestral 
career followed as Concertmaster of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra then the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Currently, Wilma is curator/violinist of her own chamber 
music series, Wilma & Friends. In New Zealand, she serves as a Board Director of the 
NZSO and is Co-Artistic Director of the Martinborough Music Festival, an annual chamber 
music festival in which she also performs. She relishes the privilege of playing with the 
Australian World Orchestra at home and around the world and still enjoys guest-performing 
opportunities with Australian and New Zealand orchestras. Wilma was recently presented 
with the 2025 Sir Bernard Heinze Award for her contribution to music in Australia. We are 
delighted to have her back with us for our June concert. 

HELEN IRELAND (viola). Originally from Adelaide, Helen has made Melbourne her home 
since moving in 2000 to attend the Australian National Academy of Music. That year turned 
out to be extremely auspicious because as well as the fantastic opportunities ANAM 
provided, Flinders Quartet was born. A graduate of the Canberra School of Music, Helen 
was awarded the Erica Haas Prize for chamber music. Since attending high school and 
playing in a string quartet, to be the violist in a quartet was always her dream. Alongside 
playing as much chamber music as she could, Helen participated in several Australian 
Youth Orchestra tours, becoming principal viola of the Camerata in 1998. She has worked 
with many leading Australian orchestras, including the Australian Opera and Ballet 

http://wilmaandfriends.com.au/
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Orchestra and the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra. She plays regularly with the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Orchestra Victoria where she has been guest 
principal and associate principal.  
 

ZOE KNIGHTON (cello). After starting cello at the age of nine, and graduating from the 
University of Melbourne, Zoe went on to establish herself as one of the country’s most 
sought-after cellists. She is now in demand as chamber coach and teacher at various 
institutions. She has played with Melbourne Orchestras and made an impressive debut at 
the Melbourne Recital Centre to great critical acclaim in 2009. This has resulted in 
recordings for ABC, concerts in the USA and throughout Australia and the release of more 
than five CDs including the complete suites for solo cello by J.S Bach. Zoe has been 
praised for her “thrilling tenor sound”, “sublime phrasing” and “many great technical 
demands carried off with ease.”  

MICHAEL HOUSTOUN. What better way could there be to welcome the man who is a 
great favourite artist and friend, than to have him play in association with the Australian 
Flinders Quartet that includes such a close friend (of Michael and the Society) as Wilma 
Smith. Michael needs no formal introduction so let’s just remember that he has been 
entrancing Waikanae Music Society audiences with his wonderful playing ever since his 
first visit here in 1986. Since then he has been a regular part of our annual programming. 
And, when our new Fazioli piano arrived in 2011, Michael was our pianist of choice to be 
the first to play it. We look forward to yet another Houstoun tour de force this year. 

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS 

Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up 
to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach) 
for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name and phone number as 
the reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert (cash, credit, 
EFTPOS). The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not 
be admitted until a suitable break in the performance. Photography and sound recording of 
our concerts are strictly forbidden. Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the 
concert door. Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the 
concert begins. 

 

STUDENT MUSICIANS' CONCERT: SUNDAY 15 JUNE, 2.30 PM WAIKANAE HALL 

May we remind you of our first Student Concert of the year and encourage you to come 
along to hear some marvellous music from young Kapiti musicians. All society members are 
invited, cost free, so come and support our young up and coming artists. 

CONCERT NOTES: OUR OWN MUSIC PROGRAMME ON COAST ACCESS RADIO 
104.7FM 

The June programme will feature Piano Quintet music. The programme will be on line from 
9 June and broadcast live on Tuesday 10 June at 6.30 pm and Thursday 12 June 11.30am.   
To listen on line, go to our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on the 
Concert Notes link on the front page. If you have music you would like to hear on Concert 
Notes, email concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz 

 

https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz/
mailto:concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz
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MAY CONCERT - AMICI ENSEMBLE 

 

 

Amici have done it again. More or less a fixture on our annual programme, Donald 
Armstrong brought us last month a superlative quartet of artists and a quite outstanding 
programme. Four of the topmost musicians in New Zealand today presented, firstly in trio 
mode, a sparkling piece by French composer Jean Françaix followed by the beautiful Fauré 
piano quartet number 2, described by Aaron Copeland as “a long sigh of infinite 
tenderness”. The Amici’s tour de force though, was the Brahms piano quartet number 3. A 
piece that started life in the key of C-sharp minor, Brahms reworked it 20 years later in the 
tragic key of C-minor, mirroring the unhappy state of his love for Clara Schumann. One of 
the saddest but most magnificent of Brahms’ works, the Amici Quartet gave us a world 
class performance. The unutterably sad slow movement brought tears to many in the 
audience, and enthusiastic ovation from all.  
This concert was kindly sponsored by the Deane Endowment Trust. Lady Gillian Deane 
was present with special guests, Professor Kim Cunio, Head of the New Zealand School of 
Music and his wife Heather Lee. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOLLOWING CONCERT: Sunday 3 August. Ghost Piano Trio playing Beethoven and 
Shostakovich trios and more. Don’t miss it. 

Amici Ensemble relax after a magnificent performance. From left: 

Jian Liu (piano), Alexander McFarlane (Viola), Donald Armstrong 

(violin), Andrew Joyce (cello). 

From right: Professor Cunio, his wife Heather Lee, Andrew Joyce,  

Lady Gillian Deane, Donald Armstrong, Alexander McFarlane. 


