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We are pleased to welcome back to our stage the Wellington-based Ghost Trio. Named 

after Beethoven’s famous piano trio, the group was founded in 2019 as one of Gabriela’s 

PhD recital projects. The Trio consists of musicians who have performed before in 

Waikanae, sometimes with different ensembles. Violinist Monique Lapins is well-known as 

the second violinist of the New Zealand String Quartet, Ken Ichinose has frequently visited 

us as a member of the Amici Ensemble, and pianist, accompanist and chamber musician 

Gabriela Glapska who was part of a 2022 concert by TrioNique. Their programme opens 

with, appropriately, Beethoven’s “Ghost” Trio and continues with the attractive music of Toru 

Takemitsu, hailed as the most important composer in Japanese music history, and world 

premiere of a new composition from New Zealand composer Glen Downie. Then finally one 

of Shostakovich’s most personal and forceful works. Written in 1944 his Opus 67 trio 

reflects the conflicts of the time, both personal and political. It ranges from bleak beauty to 

compulsive agitative rhythms and never fails to deeply touch its listeners.  

This concert is presented in partnership with CMNZ. 

  
  
  

Ken Ichinose (Cello)        Monique Lapins (Violin)        Gabriela Glapska (Piano)  



  2 

 

PROGRAMME 
 

Beethoven Piano Trio in D, Opus 70, No 1 (Ghost)  

Takemitsu Between Tides  

Glen Downie Sonata da chiesa (world premiere) 

Shostakovich Piano Trio No 2, Opus 67 

 

PERFORMERS 
 

Monique Lapins. For the past eight years, Monique has been Second Violinist with the 

New Zealand String Quartet and Lecturer at New Zealand School of Music - Te Kōkī, 
Victoria University of Wellington. She was a finalist twice in the Asia Pacific Chamber Music 
Competition and has performed in festivals throughout France, the Czech Republic, 
Holland, Japan, Hong Kong and Australia. Monique has toured extensively in collaboration 
with the Australian Chamber Orchestra Collective, the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Hyogo Performing Arts Centre Orchestra (Japan). She has performed with artists 
including Seiji Ozawa (conductor) in Japan, Philippe Herreweghe (conductor) in France, the 
Jerusalem String Quartet in New Zealand, Dénes Várjon (pianist) in New Zealand, and as a 
soloist with French violinist, Oliver Charlier in Japan.  Monique is a recording artist and in 
2022 celebrated the release of her Rattle Records recording with pianist Jian Liu, featuring 
Sonatas for Violin and Piano by Béla Bartók.  
 

London-born cellist Ken Ichinose was appointed Associate Principal Cello of the New 

Zealand Symphony Orchestra in 2014, while also pursuing a busy chamber music career in 
New Zealand. He has performed with the Kiwa Quartet, New Zealand String Quartet, Amici 
Ensemble, and the contemporary music group Stroma. He also helped establish the Glenn 
Douglas Winter Chamber Music Festival in Florida, and returns to London regularly to 
perform. Before moving to New Zealand, he was a founding member of the Galitzin 
Quartet, formed at the Royal Academy of Music, London. The quartet performed 
extensively for a decade, completing major tours in the UK, Germany, France, Portugal and 
Holland. During this time, Ken worked and toured extensively with the Philharmonia 
Orchestra, Orchestra of The Royal Opera House Covent Garden, and the Academy of Saint 
Martin-in-the-Fields, among others.  

Polish-born pianist Gabriela Glapska, based in Wellington, holds a Master’s Degree 

with Distinction from Poland and a 2020 PhD in music from Victoria University of 

Wellington. During her studies, she won numerous awards and scholarships, including the 

2018 Wellington International Student Excellence Award in the creativity category and the 

Victoria Doctoral Scholarship. A sought-after chamber musician and accompanist, Gabriela 

champions contemporary music, including Wellington-based contemporary ensemble 

STROMA and the New Zealand School of Music SMP Ensemble. In August 2022, she 

performed solo and chamber recitals at the International Society of Contemporary Music 

World New Music Days Festival in Auckland. Co-founding the Ghost Trio, she toured with 

Chamber Music New Zealand in 2021 and in October 2023 received acclaim for her 

performance in Beethoven’s Triple Concerto with the St Matthew’s Chamber Orchestra. 

Gabriela has been a regular rehearsal pianist for the Royal New Zealand Ballet since 2021 

and she also collaborates with soprano Barbara Paterson, TrioNique, New Zealand Opera, 

and Wellington Opera. 
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 FLINDERS QUARTET WITH MICHAEL HOUSTOUN: SEPTEMBER CONCERT  

Our largest audience so far this year was thrilled by the performance from the Australian 

Flinders Quartet, augmented by our favourite pianist Michael Houstoun. It was a great 

pleasure to welcome back to Waikanae the Quartet’s Wilma Smith as well as Michael. 

The first half of the programme featured the Beethoven String Quartet No. 11 (Serioso), 

followed by a fascinating piece specifically commissioned by the Flinders Quartet entitled 

“Bungaree” from the Australian composer Deborah Cheetham Fraillon. We were very 

privileged to be present for the NZ premiere of this work.  

Michael joined the Quartet for the second half of the programme which was devoted to a 

magnificent rendition of the beautiful Dvorak Piano Quintet No 2 in A major. The four 

movements were a melodious delight for a very attentive audience which expressed its 

appreciation of a superb performance with a seemingly unending ovation at the conclusion.  

 

CONCERT NOTES: OUR MUSIC PROGRAMME on COAST ACCESS RADIO 104.7FM  

The July programme features Piano Trios, looking forward to the Ghost Trio concert on 
3 August. Included are many favourite piano trios, but in particular the programme focuses 
on Russian piano trios - from Glinka to Rubinstein, Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich and the 
jazz-inspired Kapustin. Online from Monday 7 July.  
We also give advance notice of our August programme leading to the Tony Yan Tong Chen 
concert on 24 August. It will feature music by composers to be heard in the Tony Yan Tong 
Chen concert including Beethoven, Chopin and Scriabin.  Online Monday 4 August, 
Broadcast Tuesday 5 August at 6pm and Thursday 7 at 11.30am. 
To replay programmes, go to our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on 

the Concert Notes link on the front page. If you have music you would like to hear on 

Concert Notes, email concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz   

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS  

Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up 

to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach) 

for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name, phone number and 

concert date as the reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert 

(cash, credit, EFTPOS).  

The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not be admitted 

until a suitable break in the performance. Photography and sound recording of our concerts 

are strictly forbidden. Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the concert door.   

Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the concert begins.  
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STUDENT MUSICIANS’ CONCERT: 15 JUNE  

Thirteen young musicians were 

showcased at our recent concert. It was a 

great pleasure to be reminded of the 

musical talent that exists among the 

young people of Kapiti. We congratulate 

them all for their performances, and their 

teachers who invest so much of their time 

fostering this wonderful musical talent.  

An unusual piece called Black Earth was 

performed requiring removal of a section 

of the piano to enable the young man 

who played it to stand beside the piano 

seat while dampening the strings with one 

hand and playing the keyboard with the 

other. Amazing. 

 

THE WAIKANAE MUSIC SOCIETY CHARITABLE TRUST FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS 

To continue our series following the careers of past WMS award recipients we introduce 
cellist Lavinnia Rae. Nelson born Lavinnia received WMS 
Scholarship grants in 2018 and 2020 to further her 
performance studies at the Royal College of Music, and the 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, where she 
was awarded Master of Performance with Distinction degrees 
from both conservatoires. Since her Guildhall graduation in 
2022, Lavinnia has been on trial with the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra in 2023, and regularly freelances with the 
London Symphony Orchestra, BSO and Oxford Philharmonic 
Orchestra. She is currently on trial for tutti cello with the Ulster 
Orchestra in Belfast, Northern Ireland. At home she has 
performed with the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra on 
contract as guest section cello and this year she is appearing 
as acting principal cello of the Christchurch Symphony 
Orchestra, having previously freelanced with the Auckland 
Philharmonia, and Orchestra Wellington.  

Lavinnia is currently cellist in the Antipodes Quartet, and will be embarking on a 
Chamber Music New Zealand tour in August-September this year. She will also be featured 
as a guest artist in the New Zealand String Quartet for their Shostakovich: UNPACKED 
performance next month. We are very proud of our association with this talented young 
musician, congratulate Lavinnia on her success and wish her the very best for a 
distinguished musical career to come. 
 
LOST PROPERTY  

A walking stick and red and grey jacket were left behind after the concert on Sunday 29 
June. To recover these items please contact our President Kathy Hutchison on phone (021) 
298 9944 or email KathyHwms@outlook.com. 


