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TONY YAN TONG CHEN - PIANO  

  

SUNDAY 24 AUGUST at 2:30pm  

  

WAIKANAE MEMORIAL HALL, PEHI KUPA ST, WAIKANAE  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to welcome an extremely talented young pianist to play for us this 

month. Tony Yan Tong Chen (b. 1999) is a New Zealand-born pianist of Chinese descent. 

His international and New Zealand competition successes speak for his enormous talent 

and his concert will introduce a wide range of musical styles. Beethoven’s Opus 90 Sonata, 

of only two movements, is noted for its concise form and emotional depth.  Two Chopin 

works follow; a delightful Waltz which paves the way for the Sonata No 2. Tony is currently 

focussing on Scriabin, so we can look forward to discovering more of this colouful 

composer. A Waltz and a group of Etudes lead to the demanding and dramatic fifth Sonata. 

Finally, we will hear an impassioned late-Romantic work by Sergei Bortkiewicz, of 

Polish/Ukrainian heritage, a little-known Russian composer who was inspired by 

Rachmaninov and Scriabin.  He lived until the 1950s but continued to compose in a late 

Romantic style.  His music is currently experiencing a period of enthusiastic rediscovery 

around the world.   We know this will be a dramatic and thrilling programme. 
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PROGRAMME 
 

Beethoven Sonata No 27 in E minor, Opus 90 

Chopin Waltz in E minor, B. 56  

Chopin Piano Sonata No 2 in B Flat minor 

Scriabin Valse in A Flat, Opus 38 

Scriabin Etudes No 12, 3, 5 and 12 (alternate version) from Opus 8 

Scriabin Sonata No 5, Opus 53 

Bortkiewicz Sonata No 2 in C Sharp Minor, Opus 60 

 
Note: This programme differs slightly from that advertised in the 2025 brochure. 
 

PERFORMER 
 

Tony Yan Tong Chen has performed throughout New Zealand, as well as in North America 

and Europe. Critical press has described his performances as spellbinding... a dancing 

delight” (NZ Herald) and “playing with clarity and boundless energy… displaying Chen’s 

extraordinary speed and freedom” (Nelson Mail). He has been featured as concerto soloist 

with Orchestra Auckland, Bach Musica, Nelson Symphony, Auckland Youth Orchestra, 

amongst others. His debut album recording with the Rattle label received finalist selection 

for New Zealand’s Best Classical Album of the Year at Recorded Music NZ’s Aotearoa 

Music Awards (2021), and recordings of his live performances have been broadcast on The 

Violin Channel (2021) and Radio New Zealand Concert (2017-22). 

 

Tony has been a major prize-winner of the Marian Garcia International Piano Competition 

(2nd Prize, 2021), Kuleshov International Piano Competition (2nd Prize & Baroque Special 

Prize, 2024), 18th Los Angeles International Liszt Competition (2nd Prize [Div. V], 2024) and 

Knoxville International Piano Competition (3rd Prize, 2025). Additional recognitions include 

Finalist Award at the 10th New York International Piano Competition (2022) and Winner of 

the Wallace New Zealand National Piano Competition (2019). 

 

A multi-instrumentalist, his professional experience extends to orchestral performance and 

pedagogy on the violin, viola, trumpet, and French horn. He has been employed as a 

member of various large ensembles, as violin/viola tutor at ROC music Collaborative (The 

Hochstein School), and trumpet tutor at the Howick School of Music. 

 

Tony earned his Bachelor of Music degree from the Eastman School of Music and recently 

completed his Master of Music studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he was 

recipient of the Director’s Award for Piano. His piano studies continue at the University of 

Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in the Artist Diploma Program. 

He has been grateful for scholastic funding and professional development support from the 

Hill Foundation for Art and Music, UNESCO Auckland City of Music, Dame Malvina Major 

Foundation, Waikanae Music Society (see page 4), and Dr. Jack C. Richards. 
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 GHOST TRIO: SEPTEMBER CONCERT  

The Ghost Trio played by the Ghost Trio. What a treat. This Beethoven work was 
bookended by interesting modern pieces, one Japanese and one from New Zealand. The 
latter a world premiere no less, introduced to the audience by ‘Ghost’ pianist Gabriela 
Glapska who then summoned the composer to the stage. He ‘happened’ to be among the 
audience and spoke briefly about his work. The audience was also pleased to be informed 
by Gabriela the nature of a ‘microtone’ while Ken Ichinose demonstrated on his cello. This 
formed an introduction to an outstanding performance of the Shostakovich Opus 67 Piano 
Trio. Altogether another memorable concert.  

Note: Elizabeth Kerr, one of our members, has published a review of the Ghost Trio concert 
on her website Five Lines. [https://www.fivelines.nz/articles/the-ghost-piano-trio-subtlety-
and-musical-rapport]. If you’re not already a subscriber to Five Lines, it’s free to become 
one, and you can sign up with your email at the bottom of the review, which can also be 
seen on the WMS Facebook page, address top of page 1 of this newsletter.  

 

CONCERT NOTES: OUR MUSIC PROGRAMME on COAST ACCESS RADIO 104.7FM  

The August programme features music by composers to be heard in the Tony Yan Tong 
Chen concert including Beethoven, Chopin and Scriabin.  Online Monday 4 August, 
Broadcast Tuesday 5 August at 6pm and Thursday 7 at 11.30am. 
To replay programmes, go to our website https://www.waikanaemusic.org.nz and click on 

the Concert Notes link on the front page. If you have music you would like to hear on 

Concert Notes, email concertmanager@waikanaemusic.org.nz   

 

 

 

Glen Downie (composer), Ken Ichinose (cello), Monique Lapins (violin), Wendy van Delden (WMS 

Concert Manager), Gabriela Glapska (piano), Roscoe Turner (WMS Newsletter Editor). 
                         Photo: Elizabeth Kerr 
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THE WAIKANAE MUSIC SOCIETY CHARITABLE TRUST FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS 

As noted in recent newsletters we are 
always pleased to follow the careers of 
music students to whom the Trust has 
awarded scholarships to allow them to 
continue their musical studies. We are 
delighted to learn of their successes and 
doubly so when they come to play for us 
as part of our annual programme. Such a 
musician is the young man who is to 
perform for us in our next concert, Tony 
Yan Tong Chen. Tony was one of our 2018 
scholarship recipients, towards the cost of 
his studies at the Eastman School of 
Music in the United States. He was very 
young (just out of school) and younger 
than we usually consider eligible, but our 
confidence in Tony has been more than justified. Full details of his musical development 
can be seen on page 2 but in brief Tony has graduated from Eastman and more recently 
completed a Master of Music at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he was recipient of 
the Director’s Award for Piano. Tony is continuing his studies at Cincinnati University School 
of Music and we wish him more success in his musical life ahead.    

NEXT CONCERT 21 SEPTEMBER. AROHA OCTET: STRINGS AND WIND  

Our last concert for the year will be a spectacular one - a String Quartet augmented by four 
additional musicians for some items of the programme. The Aroha String Quartet will be 
joined by four wonderful guest artists - Nick Walshe (clarinet), Justin Sun (bassoon), 
Alexander Hambleton (horn) and Oleksandr Gunchenko (double bass) - to present a 
programme enlivened by the varied timbres of wind instruments. Beginning with the Mozart 
String Quartet in B-flat K589 we will move on to 'Serenata in vano' for Clarinet, Bassoon, 
Horn, Cello & Double Bass by Danish composer Carl Nielsen. This characterful work 
depicts a short and unsuccessful attempt at seduction – vano, in vain. We finish with 
Schubert's mighty and virtuosic Octet, a six-movement masterpiece inspired by 
Beethoven’s Septet and infused with Schubert’s own lyrical themes, filled with jaunty 
dances, singable melodies and heart-rending moments. Eight musicians playing sublime 
music. Our programme this year has been a huge success and you must not miss its final 
flourish. 

CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS  

Concert tickets cost $50 for non-members, $40 for members, and $10 for students aged up 

to 25. Buy in advance from New World (Waikanae) or Moby Dickens (Paraparaumu Beach) 

for cash; by bank payment to 02 0591 0018930 00 (use your name, phone number and 

concert date as the reference); by phone 022 345 5316 (credit card only); or at the concert 

(cash, credit, EFTPOS).  

The doors open at 1:45pm. The concert starts at 2:30pm. Latecomers may not be admitted 

until a suitable break in the performance. Photography and sound recording of our concerts 

are strictly forbidden. Large print programmes are available. Please ask at the concert door.   

Mobile Phones must be switched to mute or turned off entirely before the concert begins. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpMyE3KHV5g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpMyE3KHV5g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tjZ1B_vh0g
https://www.arohaquartet.co.nz/freelinking/https%3A/%252Fwww.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DO52r9_bXWBw

