PRESIDENTS REPORT 2025

It is my pleasure to present the annual President’s report for 2025. It requires a considerable amount
of work and oganisation to arrange artists and programmes, and our committee are unequalled in
their dedication and competence in achieving a wonderful series of concerts every year, one that we
can be proud of. However, two of our committee members have retired. Paul Dunmore, our treasurer
and membership secretary, contributed in many other ways, including hiring the hall, taking
bookings, and dealing with artists contracts, among other duties. Paul was awarded a Life
Membership at the AGM for his many years of service, experience and expertise. Our other retiree,
Roscoe Turner, spent many hours putting together a monthly newsletter, helping with stage
management and at one stage, putting up hoardings. Well done both of you, you will be truly missed.

We have had another successful year of concerts, all highly enjoyable and entertaining. This is
chamber music at its best and we are very fortunate to have quality artists from New Zealand and
abroad. Our season opened in February with James Jin, violin and Xing Wang, Piano, who stepped in
at short notice, replacing the advertised concert which was cancelled. In March we were entertained
by the Aurum Trio, playing harp, flute and cello. We were treated to an afternoon of Italian song from
Auckland — based duo Lilia Carpinelli, Soprano and Matteo Napoli, Piano, followed in June by the
Australian Flinders Quartet with Michael Houstoun on the Piano. The Ghost Trio in early August was
followed by Tony Yan Tong Chen later that same month. September’s concert featured the Aroha
Quartet and friends, playing the legendary great chamber work for wind and strings, Schubert’s
famous Octet, closing our season for 2025.

As part of our Society’s aims, we held our planned student musician concerts in June and November.
These concerts offer support and encouragement to young musicians by giving them the opportunity
to perform on stage in front of an audience and for pianists, an opportunity to play on the Society’s
beautiful Fazioli piano. We welcome members and families to come along and support the
performances which are free of charge and highly entertaining.

| would personally like to acknowledge the committee, Wendy van Delden, concert manager, a huge
thank you for your continued energy, expertise and commitment, Paul Dunmore, Treasurer and
membership secretary, Diane Welch, Vice President and Secretary, Roscoe Turner, newsletter editor,
Don Mathieson and Gendy Stevenson for their support and important contributions and hard work
this year. | would also like to mention and acknowledge, Carol and Peter Dyer for their constant
support at every concert, taking tickets at the door and helping with afternoon teas. Thank you all so
much for the time and effort you put into achieving our goals and vision, you are a great committee
to work with.

Thanks to Graham Hancox for continuing to provide our beautiful posters, to Sarah McMurray for
keeping our website up to date, to Taylor Quy and team who put out and return the chairs and tables
every concert and to Elizabeth Kerr for posting notices and photos on our Facebook page. Last, but
not least, we are very thankful to the Deane Endowment Trust for the continuing financial support
given to the Waikanae Music Society.

Kathy Hutchison.
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